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SUBJECT: FAO INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP ON BANANAS. 

1 . MULHERIN, SECRETARY OF FAO BANANA GROUP CALLED TO SEEK USG'S 
VIEWS ON HOLDING NEXT INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP ON BANANAS MARCH 
21-26, 1977. THIS IS POSTPONEMENT FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP'S 
RECOMMENDATION OF DECEMBER 1976 MEETING. PROPOSED POSTPONEMENT IS 
AT REQUEST OF UNCTAD WHICH IS SEEKING TO INFLUENCE UNION OF 
BANANA EXPORTING COUNTRIES (UPEB). UNCTAD ALSO SEEKING PRIOR 
TALKS WITH EEC, US AND ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS). 

2. INTERESTINGLY, UNCTAD SECRETARIAT IS SAID TO WANT ONE OR TWO 
MORE MEETINGS OF FAO BANANA GROUP BEFORE IT HOLDS FIRST UNCTAD 
BANANA COMMODITY MEETING SO THAT WAY WILL BE CLEAR FOR AGREEMENT. 

3. FAO HAS PICKED MARCH 21-28 DATES AS JUST PRIOR TO LONDON COCOA 
CONFERENCE AND APRIL SUGAR MEETINGS. PLEASE INSTRUCT ON USG VIEWS 
OF THIS TIMING.VOLPE 
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